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headedness, could deny this truth. So long as the experience
of god does not claim a universal validity, or declare the
absolute existence of god, criticism is impossible; since a
non-rational fact, such," for instance, as the existence of
elephants, cannot be criticized. Nevertheless, the experience
of god has general validity inasmuch as almost everyone
knows approximately what is meant by the ' experience of
god'. As a fact occurring with relative frequency it must
be recognized by a scientific psychology, We cannot simply
turn aside even from what is decried as superstition. When
a person asserts that he has seen spirits, or that he is'bewitched,
and it means more to him that mere talk—then again we
have to do with a fact of experience, and one so general that
everyone knows what is meant by 'ghost' or by being
' bewitched'. We can therefore be sure that in such a case
also we are dealing with a definite psychic complex which in
this sense is just as ' real' as the light I see. I do not know
how I could prove the existence of the spirit of a dead person
in outer experience, nor can I imagine the logical method
whereby I could deduce with certainty continuance of .life after
death; but, none the less, I have to reckon with the fact
that the mind in all times and places lays claim to
experience with ghosts. I have to take this into considera-
tion, just as much as the fact that many people absolutely
deny this subjective experience.
After this more general exposition I will return to the
concept of spirit which, from our former realistic standpoint,
we could nowhere grasp. Spirit, as well as god, means an
object of psychic experience that cannot be proved
externally, nor understood rationally. This is its meaning
if we use the word ' spiritJ in its best sense. If we have once
freed ourselves from the prejudice that we must perforce
refer a concept either to objects of outer experience, or to a
priori categories of the reason—then we can turn, our attention
and curiosity freely to that particular, and still unknown
entity we call ' spirit'. It is always useful in such cases

